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A new project with an aim of con-

tributing towards increased access 
to women’s land rights has been 
launched in Kenya.

Dubbed Ardhi Kwa Kina Mama (Ak-
kima),  the project was initiated by 
We Effect in partnership with Groots 
Kenya and Pamoja Trust, all non-gov-
ernmental orgainsations.  

It is funded by European Union and 
will be piloted in four counties —Nai-
robi, Mombasa, Kakamega and Busia 
in the next three years. It advocates 
for safe spaces for women land rights 
defenders in Kenya.

Launching the project, George On-
yango, Regional Director, We Effect 
Regional Office Eastern Africa said 
despite constitution guarantees to eq-
uitable access to land rights, efficient, 
productive and sustainable use of land 
by all, lack of gender policy in the land 
sector to guide implementation of the 
legal frameworks in the country.

“It is sad that 25 years after the 
Beijing Conference and as much as we 
appreciate a lot of noticeable progress 
in terms of reducing gender disparity, 
we are still not doing enough to pro-
tect women human rights defenders, 
especially on land rights,” he said.

Onyango said there is need to trans-
form norms and practices that hinder 
women’s access and control over land, 
which is why the organisations have 
come up with the initiative. 

He called for efforts beyond legisla-
tion and administration where govern-
ments take responsibility for working 
actively to transform practices at all 
institutional and administrative levels 
to affirm the right of women to own 
and control land. 

“We hope that through strong move-
ments of grassroots women and land 
rights’ defenders operating in a safe 
environment and having a big propor-
tion of women exercising their rights 
to land will result to an increased ac-
cess to women land rights by the end 
of project period,” he said.

Simon Mordue, Ambassador of 
the EU delegation to Kenya said the 
project will improve responsiveness 
of duty bearers to land right defend-
ers and women’s land rights violation 
at the national level and in the four 
counties.  
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W
hat attracted you 
to the interior 
design world? 

Architecture was 
my first love, but after 
a bit of research, I 
figured I would be 

happier being an interior designer. I 
have been an arts student from pri-
mary school, but construction came in 
a bit later.

What are the misconceptions 
that people have about inte-
rior designers in Kenya?

 Interior designers are often mis-
taken for interior decorators. We make 
spaces functional for the purpose it 
was intended. It is through this that the 
beauty of the space is seen. Our firm, 
which started in 2018, offers an alter-
native solution to building and gener-
ally creation of functional spaces. We 
use shipping containers that would 
otherwise be used only for transiting 
goods or storage, to create utility spac-
es such as extra housing units, toilets 
and bathrooms, classrooms, clinics, 
roadshows and portable kitchens just 
to name a few. We also create more 
uses for tiny spaces that are often 
ignored. By designing furniture pieces 
from recycled materials such as tyres, 
pallets and cable spool. In short, we 
are a green designs company.

Are green designs a popular 

trend locally?
 It is picking up fast in the last few 

years and this is a good thing. There 
is a whole movement around tiny liv-
ing, sustainable living and alternative 
building. This has touched architec-
ture and interior design; it perfects the 
whole practice. We see more of space 

at how rich old pieces can make your 
spaces if restored correctly. If all this 
sounds impossible to do by yourself, 
consult a designer. It will save you a lot 
of headache and time.

How are you coping with the 

coronavirus? 

 As things are now, there isn’t much 
we can do at work and on sites. It is 
better to be safe than sorry. We take a 
break from site works until this cloud 
passes. We now work from home on 
container house designs. We take this 
time to also offer online consultancy 
for clients who prefer to do a bit of de-
sign projects on their own. Designers 
never miss personal projects; I take 
this time too to finish a few projects 
of mine. I have my container house 
sketches to complete and a few cush-
ion covers to sew.

What challenges do you face?
The biggest problem has always 

been capital and expertise. Setting up 
an outfit of this nature is capital in-
tensive. We also lack professionalism 
and expertise in container conversion 
industry and so we are constantly re-
searching and training. It is a constant 
process as we learn something new 
about shipping containers every day.

Our role in the built environment is 
yet to be fully understood. This means 
the value we bring on board is not 
often recognised. Interior design is 
wide and we have different experts in 
different disciplinarians. There are 
many challenges, but I am happy that 
our group, Interior Designers Associa-
tion of Kenya, has helped us deal with 
some of these challenges. 

Future trends?
More use of containers. I hope 

to see introduction of multi-storied 
container hotels and hostels in Kenya. 
More of container classrooms replac-
ing mabati classrooms.

Why GRACE ATIENO 
ODHIAMBO, lead 
designer at Cubes and 
Containers Design 
Kenya, prefers using 
recycled materials 

Using locally available 
materials for modern 
design ideas 

designs better. Being a tiny space en-
thusiast, I would love to see multiple 
use of a small space as opposed to 
more space for every single use. It’s a 
bigger design challenge. Everyone can 
work with a big space, but how many 
can work with a small one? Maybe if 
we manage to increase usage of space 
and minimising these spaces, then we 
will be able to create affordable living 
space and solve the current housing 
problem we are yet to get a conclusive 
sustainable solution to.

What simple designs apply for 
eco-friendly homes?

Reuse-Repurpose-Recycle. Work 
with what you have before buying 
something new or imported. If your 
seats are in perfect condition, but you 
no longer love the fabric, re-upholster 
them instead of buying new seats. Get 
that old wall unit from your parents, 
paint it the way you like it. Get those 
vintage doors and windows as an addi-
tion on to your next construction. Just 
try to give a new life to something be-
fore throwing it out. You’d be amazed 

saving and multipurpose furniture as 
well as more eco-friendly materials 
being used to fit out spaces. This trend 
has seen designers going beyond 
building codes to improve perfor-
mance of spaces as well as minimise 
both environmental impact and costs.

How will such a trend benefit 
in the real estate world?

 As designers, we have a respon-
sibility to make the world a better 
place. Giving quality spaces in turn 
gives quality lives to the users of this 
space. We don’t have to destroy our 
environment to make our spaces bet-
ter. I think it’s more creative to use 
the environment, as it is makes our 
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Minimalist 
décor 
If you love interior décor, chances 
are that you will invariably go 
ham and buy so many decorative 
pieces that your space may end 
up looking cluttered. This can 
be easily dealt with by trying out 
minimalist décor. Minimalism is 
the new trend where people try 
to make do with the least num-
ber of clothes, items, emotional 
baggage and just about anything. 
It is was popularised by Marie 
Kondo (a Japanese consultant in 
how to get organised, author and 
TV show host) and encourages 
people to do away with things that 
they do not need. Here are a few 
tips;

1. Make sure your light fixtures are stylish, too. They should 
also complement the colours of the space they are in.
2. Stick to one colour palette with a few pieces to add colour 
and texture to the room. Here, the throw pillow and potted 
plant add colour and contrast.
3. You can have one colour base and then have accents of 
colour to liven up the space. Here, the throw pillows, cur-
tains and flowers add colour and life to the gray space.
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Grace Atieno Odhiambo, lead de-
signer at Cubes and Containers De-
sign Kenya. PD/ HARRIET JAMES 


